29-3° October
the abyssinian campaign
Marshal Badoglio has published a book on the Abyssinian
campaign, La Guerra d'Eiiopia. It sets down the facts with
bluntness and clarity. He admits that the possibility of conflict
was studied as far back as 1925, but insists that it was not until
1934 that defensive measures were really begun to ensure the
safety of Eritrea, and that only on the Walwal incident was it
fully realised that Italo-Abyssinian differences must sooner or
later be resolved on the field of battle. It was Signor Mussolini
himself who speeded up the preparations. Marshal Badoglio
holds that the Italian soldiers proved themselves second to
none, and that with these soldiers Italy can dare everything.
cabinet changes
Mr. Walter Elliot has been appointed Secretary of State
for Scotland to succeed the late Sir Godfrey Collins, and Mr.
W. S. Morrison now becomes Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries.
A coup d'etat in iraq
Early this morning news was received that troops of the
Iraqi Army were marching on Baghdad. Then a squadron of
aeroplanes dropped pamphlets containing a manifesto issued
by General Bakir Sidqi, demanding the dismissal of the
Cabinet. This was followed by another flight of aeroplanes,
which dropped four warning bombs. One dropped near the
Houses of Parliament, another near the Cabinet building.
There was general excitement and a hasty exodus of Govern-
ment officials from the vicinity of the city. Two hours later it
was announced that the Cabinet had resigned. The Army's
march on the city was halted, and during the remainder of the
afternoon Seyyid Hikmat Sulaiman was engaged in the forma-
tion of a new Cabinet.
Friday 30	bombs on madrid
Air-raids on Madrid caused many casualties. At least 55
persons were killed and 160 wounded. Some of them were
standing in food queues when the bombs fell. It is reported
from the French frontier that insurgent warships are landing
troops in north-eastern Catalonia. The Madrid Government
claim that their counter-attacks south of the city on Thursday
resulted in an advance, which is continuing. The insurgents
report the complete repulse, with heavy loss, of all attacks.
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